
Week 1 : The Peasants Revolt  Week 2: Were the English right to kill their King? Week 3:  American War of Independence  

 •  Regicide– the act of killing a King  

• King Charles I was put on trial in 1649 for the crime of 
treason.  He was found guilty and executed in January. 

 

• Commonwealth–  the name for the republic (the government 
with no monarch) under the leadership of parliament after 
Charles I’s death.  

 

• Oliver Cromwell became the Lord Protector. 

• Tolerant– allowing the opinions or beliefs of others to exist 
even if you disagree with them  

 
, Cromwell allowed : 

• Jews in the country for the first time in 365 years 

• Women to publish books 
Cromwell is strongly disliked for the following reasons: 

• Some believe he acted like a King– he had a state funeral 
after his death.  

• He was an extreme Puritan—he believed the church should 
be based on the bible and parliament had to introduce laws 
to make people more godly. For example, he banned 
Christmas.  

• He treated the Irish Catholics poorly– his army killed 300 
Catholics inside a church in Drogheda  

• Empire— a collection of countries ruled over by one leading 
country  

• Colony—a single country taken over and ruled by an imperial 
power 

• Tax– an amount of money ordinary people have to pay, imposed 
by the government or monarchy  

• Declaration of Independence 1776 

• Congress– the American parliament 

• Constitution– a list of rules on how to govern a country  

• President—the leader of the American government  

• Discrimination—to treat someone differently and unfairly 
because of their race, religion, sexuality or gender. 

• French Revolution—an uprising against the Absolute Monarchy of 
France. France became a Republic (a country with no monarchy, 
ruled by the people) 

Week 4: Suffrage  Week 5: Racial Equality  Week 6:  LGBTQ+ Protests and Reform  

Chartists– a group of people who supported the right for every man 
over the age of 21 to gain the vote.  
 
Cooperatives– a group of people controlled by the people who 
campaign for their rights. They showed workers could improve their 
own lives without relying on factory owners.  
 
Trade Unions– groups who work together to protect the rights of 
their members. They often aim to get better pay and working 
conditions.   
 
Suffrage—the right to vote 
  
1832 Great Reform Act– the right to vote was only for ‘male 
persons’  
 
Suffragists—NUWSS– favoured peaceful methods of protest. 
(petitions, newspapers, leaflets) to gain women the vote 
 
Suffragettes (WSPU) favoured violent protest (window breaking, 
burning buildings, hunger-strikes.) to get women the right to vote. 
Their motto was deeds not words.  
 

• Civil Rights– fighting for equal rights for all  

• Segregation– keeping people separated by law  

• Desegregation– ending segregation  

• Boycott– to refuse to take part in something  

• Direct Action– a peaceful form of protesting. For example, sit
-ins, marches, speeches. 

• Militant Action– Violent action. For example, fighting with 
police 

• Apartheid– a system of racial segregation in South Africa 
from 1940s-1990s.  

 

• U.S. Bus Boycott took place in Montgomery, Alabama in  
1955.  

• British Brixton riots took place in Notting Hill in 1981.  

 

• Sexual Offenses Act 1967– meant it was no longer a criminal 
offence to be gay. This allowed men over the age of 21 to 
conduct a gay relationship in private. But, homosexuality was still 
illegal in the military, homophobic threats and violence were not 
common or investigated, being gay could stop you from doing 
certain jobs.  

 

• Gay Liberation Front– GLF—set up in 1970 in London. They were 
led by activists Bob Mellors and Aubrey Walter who had 
experienced gay rights protests in the U.S. They wanted to 
change society’s values and norms rather than adapt to fit them.  

 

• PRIDE marches– the first march was held in London in 1972 and 
attracted 200 participants. Now there are over 30 events in the 
UK every year.  

  

• London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard– an information and 
support helpline set up in 1974. This still exists today.  

 

•Marriage Act—passed in 2014. This allowed LGBTQ+ people to get 
married in the same way heterosexuals  

History How has Protest and Reform shaped the nation? Year 9 Term 4 

• Serfs were tied to their local lords and paid lower wages. 

• This was by the Statute of Labourers law. This was unpop-
ular 

• Poll Tax– where everyone in society pays the same 
amount in tax, regardless of wealth. 

• The Peasants revolt occurred in 1360. Rioting spread from 
Essex to Kent. The rebels were under the command of 
Wat Tyler.  

• Wat Tyler asked King Richard to grant all the serfs their 
freedom and to pardon the rebels for their actions.  

 
After the Peasants revolt: 

• The rules on serfs were relaxed over time, although they 
were still tied to one lord. 

• A poll tax was not used again in Britain until 1990. 

• The leaders of the Peasants Revolt were executed. 
 

• Women played a key role in the peasants revolt.  


