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Soliloquy—a theatrical device that allows a character's thoughts and 
ideas to be conveyed to the audience through a solo speech. 

Irony — a clash between what actually happens and what might be 
expected to happen. 

Word-play —verbal wit used to put words into somebody’s mouth or 
suggest that they have said something that they did not say. 

Dramatic irony—when the audience is aware of something that the 
characters are not. 

Antagonist —a character in conflict with the hero. 

Protagonist — the hero or main character. 

Eponymous—having the name that is used as the title, e.g. Macbeth, 
Romeo & Juliet. 

Oxymoron —a phrase in which two words of contradictory meaning are 
used together for special effect, e.g. 'wise fool' or 'legal murder'. 

Symbolism—symbols used to represent meaning, e.g. red roses are 
symbolic of love. 

Semantic field—words that are related in meaning, e.g. battle, fight, 
win, lose, conquer are all from the sematic field of war. 

Scene 1— Juliet tells Friar Lawrence that she would rather kill 

herself than marry Paris.  The Friar comes up with a plan to 

fake Juliet’s death and reunite her with Romeo. 

Scene 2—Juliet pretends to be happy to marry Paris and asks 

her father’s forgiveness.  

Scene 3—Juliet’s soliloquy reveals her fears.  She drinks the 

potion. 

Scene 4—It is the day of the wedding.  Paris arrives and the 

Nurse goes to wake Juliet. 

Scene 5—The Nurse discovers Juliet’s body and the Capulets 

mourn the death of their daughter.  Friar Lawrence calms every-

one down and plans are made for the funeral. 

 

Scene 1—Romeo waits in Mantua for news of Juliet.  His 

servant Balthasar informs him of Juliet’s ‘death’.  Romeo, 

unaware of the Friar’s plan, buys poison and plans to kill 

himself in Juliet’s tomb. 

Scene 2—The Friar realises that his letter to Romeo has 

never arrived.  He goes to the tomb to wake Juliet up. 

Scene 3—Paris and Romeo fight outside the tomb.  Ro-

meo kills Paris and drinks the poison.  Juliet wakes to 

find Romeo dead.  The Friar leaves and Juliet stabs her-

self.  The Montagues and Capulets arrive to find their 

children dead.  The Friar explains what has happened and 

the two families make peace. 

 

Verona, Italy, would have been a strict Catholic society 
where the church was very important.  Anyone who 
worked for the church would have been well respected.  

Society was patriarchal.  Fathers had almost absolute rule 
over their wives , and especially their daughters.  It was 
common for the father to choose who the daughter 
would marry.  Wealthy families were more concerned 
with status and wealth than the happiness of their chil-
dren. 

Because families were more concerned with wealth and 
status, it was common for daughters to be raised by 
nursemaids. These women often fed and nursed the 
children from birth and stayed with the family until the 
child became an adult. 

Rhetorical devices—rhetorical questions, facts, direct address 
etc. (DAFORREST) 

Tone—the way somebody says something as an indicator of 
what that person is feeling or thinking, e.g. angry, sarcastic. 

Register—using language appropriate for the situation or a par-
ticular set of people. 

Audience—who a piece of writing is aimed at. 

Purpose—the reason for writing, e.g. to persuade, argue, advise 
etc. 

Persuade—to convince someone to do something. 

Argue—to give reasons in support of an opinion. 

Plea– an urgent and often emotional request. 

Articulate– to express thoughts, ideas or feelings coherently. 

Empathy—the ability to identify with and understand somebody 
else’s feelings or difficulties. 

Scene 1—Romeo, who is now secretly married to Juliet, re-
fuses to fight Tybalt.  Mercutio provokes Tybalt who ends up 
being stabbed by Tybalt under Romeo’s arm.  Romeo kills 
Tybalt in revenge. 

Scene 2—Juliet is waiting for her new husband to visit.  The 
Nurse tells her that Romeo has been banished from Verona 
for killing Tybalt. 

Scene 3—Friar Lawrence calms Romeo down.  The Nurse 
tells Romeo that Juliet is waiting for him.  They spend their 
wedding night together in secret. 

Scene 4—Paris wants to court Juliet but Lord Capulet claims 
she is too upset about her cousin’s death.  However, Capulet 
then decided to let Paris marry Juliet on Thursday. 

Scene 5—Lady Capulet tells Juliet that she is to marry Paris.  
Juliet refuses and Lord Capulet threatens to disown her. 

 


