
RS  Year 9 Term 5 & 6 Unit 1: Christian Beliefs  

1: The Incarnation   3. Routes to Salvation 

 5: Christian Responses to Suffering  

2: The Passion 

4.  The Problem of Suffering  6. Eschatology  

 The word incarnation means ‘becoming flesh’. It is used by Chris-
tians to explain how God took human form through Jesus and 
lived and died in the world. Christians believe Jesus is the Son of 
God.  He is God in human form, or God ‘incarnate’. “The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us”                                                                                                                                                                 
Jesus gave humanity an example to follow through his example 
and teachings. He taught agape (selfless Christian love).                                            
-Even though Jesus is God in human form, he valued everyone 
equally: “For you are all one in Christ”.                                                  
-God sacrificed himself on the cross to take away the sins of hu-
man beings: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
Son”                                                                                                                    
- Jesus is both immanent and personal allowing humanity to have 
relationship with God.                                                                                
-Jesus experienced human pain and suffering. This helps Chris-
tians to feel God is with them and understands their suffering.  

The Passion is the suffering and death of Jesus. He was sen-

tenced to death by Pontius Pilate, and his death was to be 
by crucifixion. Even though Christians believe that Jesus 
was the Son of God, it does not mean that he was some-
how spared the pain and horror of his crucifixion. The Pas-
sion is important to Christians as this was an act of God’s 
love, God sacrificed his only Son to save humanity from sin. 
Christians believe this act shows God’s grace (act of mercy 
and love to all  even those who are not deserving) and be-
nevolence. There are several ways in which the crucifix-
ion affects Christians today:                                                                       
- It gives them confidence that if they accept Je-
sus’ sacrifice, sin can no longer destroy their loves because 
God forgives those who faithfully ask for forgiveness                                                                                   
-They believe that suffering is a part of life, just as it was a 
part of Jesus’ life and that, having experienced it, God un-
derstands what the sufferer is going through. 

Theodicy: defence of God’s goodness and omnipotence in view of 
the existence of evil.                                                                                         
Christians respond in a number of ways to the problem of evil & 
suffering.  Some respond through theodicies and/or cope with ac-
tions.                                                                                                          
Theodicies include ‘The Fall’ (St. Augustine) defence, suffering is a 
test defence (story of Job) and the  Irenaean defence. This claims 
there has to be badness for us to understand and appreciate good-
ness, giving people the opportunity to follow the example of Jesus 
and choose goodness.                                                                             
Free-will Response:God gave people free-will (ability to make choic-
es) and Christians recognise that humans sometimes choose to turn 
away from God. This explains the presence of many acts of moral 
evil.                                                                                                                
Actions include prayer (asking God for the strength to cope with 
their suffering) and helping others through their suffer-
ing e.g. supporting charities. This follows Jesus’ teaching of the 
Parable of the Sheep and Goats “Most certainly I tell you, because 
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

 

The existence of evil and suffering challenges the Christian belief in an 
all-loving and all-powerful God.  The inconsistent triad (an argument 
against the existence of an all-powerful and loving God whilst suffer-
ing persists) summarises the problem:  

Salvation means ‘to be saved from sin and consequences. ‘ Sin has 
separated humans from God, and salvation enables humans to get 
close to God again. “For God so loved the world, as to give his only 
begotten Son; that whosoever believeth in him, may not perish, but 
may have life everlasting. “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believed in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” Christians believe that Jesus’ death 
makes up for the original sin committed by Adam & Eve and so can 
bring people back to God.– atonement (at one with God) .                                                                                                          

Jesus knew his death was necessary to restore the relationship be-
tween God and the believers and make the opportunity for salvation 
available to all people. This was God’s plan, an act of grace (God’s 
unconditional love for everyone). Other Christians believe salvation 
can be achieved through good works by caring for one another and 
loving your neighbour.  Other believe salvation is for all humanity as 
it was an act of grace ,while some believe you must believe in Jesus 
as the Saviour -‘I am the way, and the truth.’ 

Eschatology: describes religious ideas/beliefs about life after 
death. 
Resurrection: the rising from the dead on the Last Day. 
Immortality of the soul– the soul lives on after death 
Purgatory: a place souls go before heaven to be purified 
All Christians believe this is life is not all that there is. They believe 
God will reward the good and punish the bad in some form of life 
after death. Christianity teaches that Heaven is a perfect place 
where they will be united with God. Heaven is a place of eternal life.                                                          
Every person will be accountable to God for their deeds and actions 
in this life and that, although no person can live a perfectly righteous 
life, Jesus’ death and resurrection made it possible for people to be 
saved by God’s grace and to enter the Kingdom of Heaven in the 
afterlife.                                                                                                                   
The Catholic Church teaches that after death, people who have 
been perfectly purified will go to Heaven. Catholics who have died 
with unforgiven sins will go to Purgatory.                                                                                      
Protestants do not believe in Purgatory. Article 22 of the 39 Arti-
cles of the Church of England states that there is no such place.  
 


