
English Year 7 Term 5 Romeo & Juliet 1 

1: Context—Elizabethan society 3: Characters 

4: Terminology 

2: The Globe Theatre 

5: Act One 6: Act Two 

Traditionally Shakespeare’s birthday is celebrated as being 23rd April 1564.   

Elizabethan society was characterised by extremes of rich and poor. Pov-
erty was mostly considered to be your own fault in Elizabethan times - the 
belief that you had a ‘divinely appointed’ position in society was rein-
forced every week at church and this attitude was widely held. Before 
Elizabeth’s reign, drama mainly focused on religious plays that were per-
formed in public. Shakespeare began writing his plays during Elizabeth’s 
reign, and a number of them had themes connected to English history. His 
plays always supported the monarch and the Tudor dynasty Not everyone 
approved of theatres. The Puritans believed theatres were the work of the 
devil, spreading rude and lewd ideas encouraging poor moral behaviour.  

The invention of the printing press and spread of education meant that the 
higher class gentlemen were part of an elitist culture involved in intellectu-
al pursuits, such as reading the classics, studying music, hunting and hawk-
ing. Lower classes took part in drinking, gambling on bear-baiting, cock-
fighting, cards, dice and racing. Tobacco smoking was new and expensive 
but it was growing in popularity by the end of Elizabeth’s reign. Ordinary 
people also took part in wrestling, running races and football. 

The Globe Theatre was built between 1597 and 1599 in Southwark on the 
south bank of London’s River Thames. The Globe was built as a large, 
round, open-air theatre. There was a roof around the circumference 
which covered the seating area. The architectural style of The Globe was 
similar to the Coliseum in Rome, but on a smaller scale. Other Elizabe-
than theatres also followed this style of architecture which were called 
amphitheatres. 
The Globe  had three storeys of seating and was able to hold up to 3,000 
spectators. At the base of the stage was an area called “the pit” which 
held “the groundlings” – people who paid just a penny to stand and 
watch a performance. Colour coded flags were used outside the theatre 
to advertise the type of play to be performed – a red flag for a history 
play, white for a comedy play and black for a tragedy play. There were no 
actresses performing at The Globe Theatre – or any other theatre at that 
time. Female roles were played by young boys as theatre stages were 
considered too risqué for ladies.  

Outbreaks of the Bubonic Plague were so serious in London that the 
Globe Theatre was forced to close in 1603 and 1608 to restrict its spread. 

House of Montague: 

Romeo—the protagonist and eponymous hero of the play.  He is young, 
romantic and impulsive. 

Lord and Lady Montague - Romeo’s parents.  They despise the Capulets. 

Mercutio—Romeo’s friend.  He is a joker. 

Benvolio—Romeo’s cousin.  He tries to keep the peace. 
 

House of Capulet: 

Juliet—the protagonist and eponymous hero of the play.   

Lord and Lady Capulet—Juliet’s parents.  They despise the Montagues. 

Tybalt—Juliet’s cousin.  He is a trouble-causing villain. 

The Nurse— has raised Juliet since she was a baby. 
 

The Neutrals: 

Friar Lawrence—works for the church.  Is like a father figure to Romeo. 

Paris: the rich young suitor who wants to marry Juliet. 

Prince Escalus— holds authority over Verona and tries to resolve the feud 
between the Montagues and Capulets. 

Prologue—the opening to the play which tells the whole story in 
14 lines. 

Foreshadowing— to suggest that something unpleasant is going 
to happen. 

Suspense—a feeling of tense excitement. 

Patriarchal—male dominated. 

Puns—a humorous use of words that involves a word or phrase 
that has more than one possible meaning. 

Sonnet—a short poem with fourteen lines. 

Feud—a prolonged and violent dispute. 

Themes—recurring subjects or ideas, e.g. love, hate, marriage. 

Imagery—figurative language such as similes and metaphors 

Turning point—an incident that marks the beginning of a new 
stage or development. 

The prologue tells us of the feud between the Montagues and 
Capulets, and that two lovers, one from each family, will die. 

Scene 1— the Capulet and Montague servants start a brawl.  
The Prince warns that further fighting will be punishable by 
death. Romeo’s parents are concerned about Romeo whose 
love for Rosaline is unrequited. 

Scene 2—Paris asks Capulet’s permission to marry Juliet.  Cap-
ulet says Juliet is too young but invites Paris to a party that 
evening.  Romeo gate-crashes the party to see Rosaline.  

Scene 3—Lady Capulet tries to persuade Juliet that she is old 
enough to marry.  The Nurse reminisces about Juliet as a baby. 

Scene 4—On the way to the Capulet party with his friends, Ro-
meo worries about a strange dream he has had. 

Scene 5—Romeo and Juliet meet for the first time and fall in 
love at first sight.  They then learn that they belong to rival 
families. 

The prologue recaps the events of Act One. 

Scene 1—Romeo abandons his friends and sneaks into the Cap-
ulet’s orchard to look for Juliet. 

Scene 2—Romeo overhears Juliet at the balcony declaring her love 
for Romeo.  They decide to get married. 

Scene 3—Romeo visits Friar Lawrence to ask him if he will marry 
him and Juliet.  The Friar is reluctant at first but then agrees hop-
ing their marriage will end the feud between the two families. 

Scene 4—Benvolio and Mercutio, unaware of Romeo’s new love, 
joke about Romeo’s love for Rosaline and Tybalt’s challenge.  The 
Nurse visits Romeo to find out the plans for the wedding. 

Scene 5—The Nurse returns to an impatient Juliet with details of 
the wedding 

Scene 6—Friar Lawrence warns Romeo about the dangers of rush-
ing in to marriage.  Romeo and Juliet head off to church to be mar-
ried. 


