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15th March 2021  
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
Thank you for your support in getting students back to the academy last week and your patience whilst we 
implemented the mass testing for students. Now that all students with consent have had their first test, we 
begin the first full week back for all students. It’s absolutely wonderful to have them all back and it was a very 
positive week around the academy. We look forward to building on the positive start over the coming weeks. 
 
Home testing for students 
Thank you to those who have consented to utilising home testing to help prevent the spread of the virus. As 
you know, we will be completing 3 supervised tests on-site before the home testing begins. We recommend 
that the tests are done twice per week on Monday and Friday. There is a leaflet attached to this which guides 
you through what is required, including the need to report the tests through both the NHS website and through 
our phone app. Students will be bringing test kits home this week following their third in-school. They will 
bring home two boxes of tests, enough to last until the Easter break. Replenishment kits will be handed out 
as the weeks progress. Please read the guidance carefully and also ensure they follow the instructions in the 
test kits. 
 
Please note that home testing is only available to those who have consented to, and taken part in, testing in 
school. If you wish to discuss this, please contact us. For any students who are struggling with carrying out 
the home test, Mrs Scholey will be available in the bungalow at the front of school each morning. 
 
In addition to testing, there are two other key matters for your attention: 
 
Staff Training Day 
We have moved the staff training day planned for Monday 12th April and this will now take place on Monday 
7th June instead. This decision has been taken in the interests of students to enable more learning time over 
the next few weeks, following our return to full opening. This will also allow us to work to ensure that the year 
11 cohort, most affected due to the cancellation of exams, have more time before their final assessments 
which determine their final grades. Please make a note of these dates and ensure students are in school as 
normal on 12th April. I hope this does not cause too much inconvenience. 
 
New School Uniform 
We wrote to you earlier in the year to inform you that the uniform was changing from September. The students 
were involved voting on some elements of the uniform and this is now decided. In the next month we will be 
sending out full details of the new uniform, expectations, suppliers and costs. This will also include details of 
any financial support that we may be able to offer some families who are experiencing hardship and details 
of when you will be able to start purchasing the new uniform. 
 
Thank you once again for your support, please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
Rob Marsh 
Principal 


