
RS  Year 7 Term 3 & 4 Understanding Christianity 

1: Key words 3. Creation   

 5: Jesus’ death and resurrection 

2: The Holy Trinity  

4.  Miracles of Jesus 6. Suffering  

 Omnipotent– God is all powerful 

 Omniscient– God is all seeing and knowing 

 Benevolent– God is loving and caring 

 Agape- Christian love (selfless) 

 Incarnation- God in human form (God the son; Jesus) 

 Golden Rule- a key teaching of Jesus to treat people how you 
want to be treated  

 Forgiveness-the action or process of forgiving or being forgiven  

 Apostle-Jesus closest 12 followers  

 Literalist– accepts the Bible as fact, the Word of God 

 Non-literalist– accepts the Bible is ‘truth’ but should be interpret-
ed metaphorically/symbolically  

The Trinity is a Christian belief that there is one God in three 
persons; God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
This is revealed in the  Bible and taught through the Church.  All 
three persons were present at Jesus’ baptism. 

The Creed (prayer of belief) is an important statement of belief 
about the Trinity. It reveals what Christians believe about God– 
the omnipotent, omniscient and  benevolent God.  

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer was  taught by Jesus to his followers as way to 
communicate with God the Father. The prayer reveals God 
is  omnipotent (all-powerful) and forgiving; “forgive us”. 

Jesus lived and suffered like any other human being. This is im-
portant to Christians because  they believe Jesus is with them in 
their pain and suffering and understands this. Christians believe God 
the Son became incarnated so he could save humanity from sin.  

Jesus’ death meant sins were now forgiven by God and Jesus’ resur-
rection (rising from dead) meant death was conquered . This 
means after death people can go to heaven to be with God.  

The Creed  summarises key believes about God the Son                  
“He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. “ 

Christians believe Jesus returned to Heaven and  sent the Holy Spirit 
to earth so humans can still feel God’s presence.  

Jesus was Divine (God) and performed many miracles showing his 
omnipotence and benevolence. Christians believe miracles are acts 
of God. Miracles are defined as extraordinary events that break the 
laws of science and the only possible explanation is God. Many 
Christians believe God still performs miracles today, as a sign he is 
still here. This might be a sign to guide people or a prayer an-
swered. 

Jesus’ miracles included healing the sick and blind, forgiving sins 
and rising from the dead. These all prove Jesus was the Son of God. 
Miracles showed the compassion Jesus had for people. He did not 
want to see them suffering unnecessarily. For example, when he 
healed a leper. Miracles provided examples for people to follow– 
to love and care for those who suffer. This can be seen when Jesus 
healed the paralysed man because of the faith of his friends. This 
teaches Christians to have faith.  

All Christians believe the Bible is a book of ‘truth’ and reveals 
God is the almighty creator of the universe. Genesis 1 says 
that God created the world in 6 days, and on the 
7th He rested. However, there are divergent (different) view in 
how this interpreted. Some Christians take this literally 
and read this story as fact (fundamentalist).   

Other Christians see the Genesis story as a symbolic story (non 
literalist) and argue God is the intelligent designer of the uni-
verse who caused the Big Bang to happen.  

Atheists argue creation was by chance as science claims 
the  universe is approx. 14bn years old, and our planet 
is approx. 4bn years old. An explosion (The Big Bang) led to the 
creation of all space, time and matter. Humans have evolved 
over time, through a process of natural selection.  This 
is called ‘evolution’.  

Moral evil = suffering caused by humans 
Natural evil = suffering caused by nature 
 

The inconsistent triad claims that an omnipotent and benevolent 
God can not exist as suffering exists. This is why many atheists 
don’t believe in the existence of God as they argue a loving God 
would not allow his creation to suffer.   
 

Christians still believe in God but accept suffering as a part of 
life. They believe  

 Suffering is temporary 

 Suffering is a punishment for sin 

 Suffering is caused by humanity’s free will 

 Suffering is a part of God’s plan 

 Suffering is a test of faith 
Christians believe they will be judged on their actions in this life 
on Judgement Day- belief that people will be judged by God on 
their actions. If they are good people they will be rewarded with 
entry to heaven.  


