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The Hound of the Baskervilles   English Year 7 Term 4 

 Week 1: Punctua on, the colon  

 The Hound: a typical Gothic symbol of the uncontrollable supernatural 

 The Moor: is uncul vated land, a piece of untamed nature. The moor, like the 

hound, symbolizes the untamed emo onal side of human nature 

 Baskerville Hall: the manor is another typical Gothic element. It stands for 

ancient lore on the one hand and for changing social structures on the other. 

Baskerville Hall exudes the atmosphere of melancholy gloom and doom so 

typical of Gothic tales. Clearly this is the strange and sinister place where 

mysterious events will take place. 

 Physical Features: a dominant mo f in the novel. They are presented as clues 

that, if analysed correctly, can lead to a deeper understanding of the mystery. 

A colon is made up of two dots, one placed above the other. 
 

One common use of the colon is to introduce a list of items.  
For example: To make the perfect jam sandwich you need three things: some 
bread, bu er and strawberry jam. 
 

Three items are listed in the sentence above. The first part of the sentence 
informs the reader that there will be three things; then the colon tells the 
reader “here are the three items”. 
 

A colon can also be used to introduce a defini on, statement or explana on 
of something.  
For example: I know how I’m going to handle this: I’m going to hide! 
Penguin (noun): an aqua c, flightless bird found almost exclusively in the 
Antarc c 

Week 2: Symbols and Mo fs  

Week 3: Themes  

Empiricism: Sherlock Holmes is the epitome of empiricism, the theory that all knowledge comes from the sensory experience of the physical world. Holmes 
believes that every mystery can be explained by carefully looking at the clues and that observa on, analysis, and deduc on will always lead to the correct 
conclusion.  

Supers on: while Holmes's reasoning and logic provides an anchor of security in a complex world, the opposite approach, emo onalism and supers on, 
leads to peril and harm. Sir Charles believed in the legend of the hound of the Baskervilles and ul mately fell prey to this supers on. 

Disguises and Deceit: these are part of the criminal's toolkit. Stapleton conceals his iden ty by wearing a beard and using Sherlock Holmes's name while he is in 
London. In addi on he uses phosphorous on a dog to make it look like the spectral hound from hell haun ng the Baskervilles. 

Friendship and Loyalty: despite Sherlock Holmes's air of superiority and his some mes rather dismissive a tude toward Watson, the doctor nonetheless shows 
loyalty and admira on for the crime‐solving detec ve. Yet at the same me the two engage in friendly compe on. Watson seemingly gets a chance to take the 
lead in the Baskerville case and even imagines outwi ng the master. 
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English Year 7 Term 4 

Week 4: Sentence Types  
 Simple Sentence 
 contains a subject and a verb.  
 It expresses a single complete thought that can stand on its own.  
The baby cried for food.  
 
Compound sentence 
 contains two simple sentences. These independent clauses are 

joined by a conjunc on (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).  
The shopli er had stolen clothes, so he ran once he saw the police.  
 
Complex sentence 
 an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses. 

A dependent clause does not express a complete thought.  
 A complex sentence always has a subordinator (as, because, 

since, a er, although, when) 
A er ea ng lunch at The Cheesecake Factory, Tim went to the gym to 
exercise.  

 
The general rules of direct speech are: 
1. Each new character's speech starts on a new line. 
2. Speech is opened with speech marks. 
3. Each line of speech starts with a capital. 
4. The line of speech ends with a comma, exclama on mark or ques on mark. 
5. A repor ng clause is used at the end (said Jane, shouted Paul, replied Mum). 
6. A full stop goes a er the repor ng clause. 
 
If the direct speech in the sentence is broken up by informa on about who is speaking, add in 
a comma or ques on mark or exclama on mark to end the first piece of speech and a full stop 
or another comma before the second piece (before the speech marks), for example:  
 

"It's lovely," she sighed, "but I can't afford it right now."   
"I agree!" said Kate. "Let's go!" 

Week 6: Vocabulary  

 Atrocious: something extremely bad e.g. The roads were closed because of the atrocious weather.  

 Allevia on: the ac on or process of making suffering, deficiency, or a problem less severe e.g. The allevia on of poverty is high on the 
council’s agenda.  

 Virulent: feelings or ac ons that are extremely bi er and hos le e.g. A very virulent form of disease appeared in Belgium.  

 Emaciated: extremely thin and weak because of illness or lack of food e.g. They showed horrific pictures of the emaciated prisoners. 

 Profoundly: to emphasise that something is very great or intense e.g. This has profoundly affected my life.  

 Temerity: if you say that a person has the temerity to do something, you are annoyed about something they have done which you think 
showed a lack of respect e.g. The difficult pa ents had the temerity to challenge their doctor’s decisions.  

 Aghast: filled with horror and surprise e.g. Tania started at him aghast, unable to speak.  

Week 5 ‐ Punctua on, direct speech  


